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                                                   Title of your paper centered 

                           Dreams are an integral part of the human experience. Dreams can 

           be considered that which completes an individual and makes him or her 

           whole. When one’s dreams are in conflict with one’s reality, one experiences

           unrest, disquietitude, and …………………………………………………etc…

           etc….. The play, Raisin In The Sun, by Lorraine Hansberry, the poem,

          “Dream Deferred,” by Langston Hughes, and Martin Luther King’s speech

            popularly known as “I Have A Dream,” all share the theme of the  importance 

           of  dreams being fulfilled.

             


Second page onwards, type name and page number on upper right,  ½ from top edge of page and 1” from outer edge:
	                                                                                                                          Smith 2

         Walter explains that he has become bitter and disillusioned because of how he 

         sees  his future, "…a big, looming blank space--full of nothing," (Hansberry 58).  

          In the same vein, “A Dream Deferred” suggests a series of negative results 

          when dreams remain beyond one’s reach (Hughes). Similarly, King’s tone …
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MLA FORMAT BASICS

The MLA format (Modern Language Association) is the format that is usually used for writing papers in the Literature, Arts, and Humanities. There are four other main formats used for other subjects. The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers is currently in its 7th edition and provides extensive and detailed information for writing papers. 
Following are the basic elements of the MLA format:

· 1” margins all around
· 12 pt. size

· Times New Roman (for our class; MLA simply requires a legible font)
· Double spaced throughout, starting with name, date, etc. on first page)

· Center the title; do not underline or bold it

· Use parenthetical citation (in-text citation)—see sample on reverse
· Leave one space after periods and other punctuation marks

· Indent the first line of paragraphs one half-inch from the left margin (use Tab key).
· Do not include a cover page

· Must include Works Cited page (see sample provided)

Parenthetical Citation  

Whenever you use information from another text, you must cite it (state its source) as soon as you can.  In MLA format, this is done by placing the author’s last name and the page number where you got the information, in parenthesis, at the most unobtrusive point in your sentence. This is called parenthetical citation.
Works Cited page
If a reader wants to know more about any of the sources you have cited, they will simply look at the name of the author in the parenthetical citation, and then turn to the Works Cited page which is an alphabetically ordered list of all the authors you have cited in your paper. The Works Cited page will list each author’s last name, followed by the first name, which is then followed by    publisher’s name, city, date published, and whether it is a print, web, electronic, or other source. There are websites that will format the citation correctly if you type in the information required.
Nota Bene: When writing, make sure to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional use of someone else’s ideas and/or writing. This includes looking up information and, as students often say, “putting it in your own words.” To avoid plagiarism, cite the source of information every time you use information from any source (print or electronic).

